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Introduction

Chair KennedyRanking Member Robachair Comrie Ranking Member BoyleChair Paulin
Ranking MembeLawrenceandMembers of the Senate Standing Committee on Transportation
Senate Standing Committee Gorporations, Authoritieand Commissionsand Assembly
Standing Committeen Corporations, Authorities and Commissioms behalf of the American
Public Transportation Association (APTA) and its more than 1pb@lic- and pivate-sector
member organizations, thank you foe thpportunity tosubmitwritten testinony on filmpact of
COVID-19 on the Metropolitan Transportation Authority and Public Transportation

My name is Paul Skoutelas, and | am the President and EXeetitive Officef CEO)of APTA.
We are the only association in North America that represents all modes of public
transportatiod bus,paratransit, light rail, commuter rail, subways, waterborne senadoés
intercity and higkperformancepassenger rafl.

Prior to joining APTA in January 2018, |l serv
Rail Technical Excellence Center where | provided strategic direction on public transit and rail
projects.Earlier in my careed was CEO at two majgublic transportation agencies: the Port

Authority of Allegheny County in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and the Central Florida Regional
Transportation Authority (LYNX) in Orlando, Florida

At the outset, | want to note the incredible leadership and advot&atrick FoyeChairman &
CEOof theNew York Metropolitan Transportation AuthoriffTA), during the COVID19
pandemic. The MTA has been a ttaader angbartner in ounationalefforts to ensure that

public transportation receives the critical fedetgbportit needs tesurvive during this
unprecedertdcrisis.MTA continues to aggressively advocate for additional federal funding to
ensure it can continue to play its essential role in the New York City metropolitan region.

Transitos BamgthetPanddmicRol e

Public transit is critical to our nationbds ec
435,000workers and supports millions of additional privaegtor jobs. Transit also connects

people to jobs andpportunity each anevery day. Prior to COVIEL9, Americans rode public
transportation nearly 1illion times a yearTo appreciate the critical role of transit to

transportation in our communities, let me cite one fact: prior to CaGM[xhe New York City

Subway alone caad 2.5 times as many people each day as the entire U.S. airline industry

Beyond the sheer number of people that transit moves each day, the @9p#ndemic has
illustrated the essential lifeline that transit plays in our commuditiesging healthcare

L APTA members include public transit systems; planning, design, construction, and finance firms; product and
service providers; academic institutions; transit associateomsstate departments of transportation.
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professionals to the frontlines, delivering groceries and medicinerigkgiopulations, and

connecting essential workers to their places of wWorlddition, 1 would be remiss if | did not

mention thesignificant tollthatthe COVIB1 9 pandemi ¢ has had on trans:s
employees, including thore than %0 heroedostto their communities, particularly in New

York City.

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Aatdingof $25 billion

provided a critical lifeline to enable our agencies to serve first responders, hospital workers, and
grocery store clerks each and every dag. are extremely thankful to Congress for recognizing

the vital role that public transportationshplayed throughout the pandemyet, public transit

agencies need additional funding to continue to provide these and other essential services

t hroughout the crisis and play their indispen
COVID-19.

According to the Federal Transit AdministratifTA), as of August25, 2020,public transit
agencies have obligat®@ percent of CARES Act transit funds througl6 grants totaling
$225 billion of the $25 billion appropriate@pecifically, 2 percent of urbafunds, 7 percent
of rural funds, and%percent of tribal funds have been procesbémteover, almost $10 billion
(44 percent) of these obligated funds have been fully expended.

OnMay 7, 2020,APTA requested that Congress provaddeasian additiona$23.8 billion in
COVID-19 Emergency Response and Recovery Funding to help public transit agencies continue
to provide a critical lifeline to essential workers and to help our communities relowild
economy.Thefundingwasbased on an independent economic analysis, conducted in April

2020, on the impact of the COVADO pandemic on public transportatidine study found that

transit agencies faced a $23.8 billion shortfall of additional COYsts and revenue losses,
above the $25 billion provided in the CARES Act.

However, wer the passeveraimonths, in many states, things have taken a turn for the évorse
coronavirus cases are spiking, governors and mayors are renewhadsteye ordersand

businesses are shutting dowmaddition, agencies across the country are gaining a clearer
understanding of the impact that the pandemic is having on sales taxes, gas taxes, and other state
and local revenue streams linked to the econ@mysuch APTA estimates that the shortfall

of additional transit COVID -19 costs and revenue losses is how at least $32 billion

Without additional emergency funding, many transit agencies will need to consider cutting
transit services and routes and furloughingdiaworkersin aJuly 2020surveyof its
membershipAPTA found thateduced revenues due to depressed ridership, paused fare
collection, and reduced tax revenuegiether with increased operating costs to protect workers
and riders, arstraining public transiagency budgetd.hese increased costs and revenue losses
haveresulted in almostne-third of public transit agencies being forced to furlough

employees or planning future furloughs In addition, more thaanethird of public trang
agencies have had to delay capital projects, and nearly @ime agencies have shifted funds



from their capital budget to their operating budgetany transit systems, both large and small,

are predicting significant budget shortfalls due to deajmevenues heading into fiscal year
2021 without additional federal support.

As our nationbés transit agencies work to

critical to ensure that public transit agencies can reposition themselseive and help our
communities and nation recover from the economic fallout of the pandemic.

mai n

Transit Supportsthe U.S.Econony

Public transportation represeit$74 billion industryMore than $39 billion (55 percent) of
transit expenditures flow to the private secResearcthas shown that investment in public
transportation creates jobs in communities of all sizes throughout the country, including in
smaller urbarand rural areas here raitarsandbussare oftermanufactured.

( Rail Manufacturing = Jobs Across America ) S
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Strong public transportation makes our economy grow and makes the U.S. more competitive “wwrS PUSLC
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ouUP 8 BRAKES | : e : :
COUPLE ??“ & BRAKE \‘\ * An investment of $1 billion in public transportation
DRAFT GEAR WHEELS California, \ creates or sustains nearly 50,000 jobs.
=5 Delaware, R = . et e
(alifofnia, Delaware, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, FLOORING . Pyblm transportation is a $74 billion industry that
Georgla, New York, Nyrth Illinois, New York, New York, Alabama, California, directly employs more than 435,000 people and
Carolina, ia, Texas, i Massachusetts, supports millions of private sector jobs.
South Carolina Virginia South Carolina Wisconsin

2 APTA Policy Brief, Transit Agencies Need Additional Emergency Fundindy 2020)(APTA July 2020 Policy
Brief).
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The economic benefits of transit reach a far greater span than just the project location itself. A
transit project in California may be receiving vehicles, parts, or materials from a supplea in
York. In the state of New York, there are 150 businesses connected to the public transit industry
that employ hundreds of workeBombardierNova Bus Alstom, and New Flyeare just a few
examples that have manufacturing facilities in Plattsbudgimell, andJamestownThe public
transportation industrgepresergthousands of construction jobs, transit equipment

manufacturing jobsand wider multiplier effecten jobs associated with parts andterials

suppliers and worker spending.

A P T A7G6&business members have been steadfast inghpport of additional COVIEL9
EmergencyResponse anBecoveryFunding.These businessésive also experienced direct

impacts from the pandemic through increased costs associated with teleworkingchapply
disruptions, and delayed procuremefsderal support ieritical to maintain the manufacturing

and supply chain for public transportation agencies and limit the enormous economic damage to
these businesses caused by the pandemic.



